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DINNERWARE

Dressed
for dinner

The staff at Ballyfin country house share their
secrets for creating the perfect Christmas
dinner table. By Alanna Gallagher

ake Christmas din-
fer extra special
by trimming the
table aswell asthe
troe, something the
staff at Ballyfin in Co Lasis knosw allabout,

“Christmas sn't just Sunday lunch,”
saws the country house's managing diree-
toar, Jim Rewmolds, “It's aboor Fmily and
Fricmds getting weether wenjoy cach oth-
er's company and celebrate. It's aboot
bringing the good pieces to the tablke”

T create drama, plan ahead, he says,
sugpesting candbelight, because it will
acked immediate theatee o the scene™, At
Ballyfin, the freearm silver candelabras
are s heavy it takes two hands wo lif
them. T recreate the hsek, Bushell Tn-
terioes has o dramatic nickel-plated
Five-arm candelabra {right) For €265, or a
msre lonw set and modern copper centre
picce (below) from Article, Powerscount
Tomwnhowse Centre, costs €39,

When it comes to flwers, keepitsimple
says Ballyfin's in-house florist, Miriam
Samds, She uses Aowers from the estate to
dress che lavish Regency raoms, For Christ
mas she suggests classic redd and groen, us:
i ferra g cyprress, vy, rosehips and teast-
o willow te add texture to simple
blood-red rose arrangements.,

A festive decoration in the centre of the
tabsle sers the tone, Holly brancheswith ber
ries are traditional, or for something more
contemporary, drape vy and ather green
ey armundd wotives,

Ballvfin avoicded clunky, bland sets, opt-
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ing For Flora Danica, one of
the warld's most prestigious
poreetain collections, dating
fromm the 17Hs, The pattern
was created for makers Royal Co-
penhagen by Johann Christoph Bayer

asagift from royalty o rovalty.
The setin Ballyfin is mid-20th centu-
v, wind the addition of a turcen and vige-
table dish create a sense of eccasion,
The paeces are shockingly expensive,
bt less fine porcetain dinnerware can
b Found at guction houses and curios
shps. You can combine them with new
I pieces like this alking-print swan soup
& fureen (abovel from Zara Home
(€59.99 plus delivery, zara-

bt ctmm
Anthropaelogic's Bronese Age cut-
lery (helow right) is plated with 24-carat
ol and will add warmth o the table It
costs £28 fabout €33, anthropoksgic.eu)
foer 2 Frge=piaece set, Or create a mismatched
st of cutlery buying silver-plated knives,
Forks and spoons onlioe or from curios
shops. Better still, ask your guests .
tir bring the best cutlery they L
have and mismatch togive the
table a shabby chic ok, =
[ncxpensive tree decorations
can makeShe sets pillar candles
inte meosgy-bedded  burricane ':}'_‘:"‘Z
lamps, adding pine comes to the table

iy affix simple name tags. “Get the kids

imvolved,” she says, “They can lay out the
tendrils of ivy and write the place set- ||'.'J| |'
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ered or collected on De-
S cember 23rd or 24th and
kept for Mew Tear's Eve at
mr extra charge. They cost
€115 cach. A large 12fc by Gft
tabdecloth costs €9 o hite,
IF your festive celebration is a
smaller affair, set the table ina
romantic fashion, adding a de-
canter of fne wine that's
beeen alloweed to breathe amd
coloured water glasses such
as the bloe William Yen-
ward omes pictured. You
ool akso serve sivall gifs o
Hart,
After dinner, nothing beats

havyweight linen napking ek fos-
tivee, The teant at Ballvfin draped listhe

red Bells on theirs, Caterhire
{eaterhine ie) prowides heavy
duty.  restaurant-quality
starched and pressed linen
napkinsg These can be deliv-

the sl and ek of a real fire fo retine to,
Revmlds says, At Ballyfin they burn wond
from the estateand turt from lecal farmers,
Dried orangs peel studded with cloves will
alsn add a festive seeit o fres.

It's all abowut feeding the eve, says Reyn-
eds, “Half of the fine feed experience is
that firse lowk at the tble, when you see the
hengrthes the host has gone toon your behalf
torcreate something that feels special, thar
reflects the sense ot oocasion.”

And for those who are already breaking
ot in 3 cold sweat at the thought of the
Christineas Day preparations, be says; “Half
i P of preparing Gere such anevent s the
Journey, The areival s not necessarily the
most i porta e part,”
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GIFTS FOR THE HOST
Forthe cafieine
addict...a

vacuum jug from
Steltoninbrass.,
COopper or mirror
finishes, €119,

Article, Powerscourt Townhouse
Cantre {artidedublincom;

For the baker, .. hedoehog

measuring cups, E32 i

' {about £38| plus _—_

=L dalivary
{anthropologieeu|

For the collectar,,, bummingtird
bl jaar, €547 500,
=ka-;.:_|ru,1 Spencer ' u 'H

For the connoisseur, .
liqueur glisses, EGeach,
Article

For the Christmas
nut., .. aroGindoorstop
£9.599 (about €118}
(S ciedivery,
ol licsand fredco, uk
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WATCH FEATUSED SURJIECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY



