A guide to the most beautifully

designed hotels in the world
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Sillll its construction m the 1820s, Ballvfin has been one of the vers
b _Jerandest country houses i Ireland, but [rom 1930 unnl 2011 this
was not perhaps immediately apparent. Designed by the father-and-
son teaumn of Sir Richard and Wilham Vitrovius Morrmison, the building
was conceved 1 the most opulent Regency manner lor Sir Charles
Coote, whose punning family motto, *Cotite que cotite’, can be freely
and aptly translated as "Money no object”. World War Land the ensuing
political upheaval spelt an abrupt end to the Anglo-Irish idyll, and the
| 3th Baronet sold up Lo the Patrician Brothers, a Catholic teaching
,.:-||. | I]I.lr l'"\-|.'.|lii'illl'1| | ||I|II'|'|*-.|||'|';:-_I_ |a-|'\-'., 3 S |_-|:-:|.||:. Sy |||'-|.-| 1T ||||'
estate. 1 has new use probably saved Ballylin from a tar worse fate. Bun,

much as the priests loved the house, there simply wasn't the money to
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alarmingly, they took the reluctant decision to move out in 2001

At this siage it was difficuli 1o see just whae the
future was for a mansion of this size and
grandeur, sited well away from Ireland's
estahlished togrs !I|4'-1~.'|:|-n| i, e 1J|rp|nlp-;-rr:
Inoked bleak indeed. Miraculously, Ballyfin
fonmd i ddeal soaoues in Fred Krehibiel a
very suceessfil Amercan businessman, and
has Irish wife, Kay, who were already looking
for an architectharally fine house (o e o a
sclect deluxe hotel. The deal wis streck m
WD amiad :".[.1.3.' anil ]'I:|I|.1l,'|-|n :n-Eu-nrn:l. n 1is
neew incarnaieen as Ireland's grandest hotel,
[t was a huge propecy, for which Fred amd
Kay amembled a large team comprising the
fimest tabents wvmilable on etther sde of ihe
[rish Sea. Inoverall charge was Jim Beynolds,
alreadhy well known for the outstanding garden
he had created for himsell ot Buttersiream,
Caounty Meath, while the L-rg. e ol |'||'|'|-'iw_r
manager wenl o Englishmuun YWoody Clark
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working in tandem with the English
wrehaectura i Purcell Miller Tavon - who
hadd made a resounding swecess of the
resporanon of one of Ireland’s most beautiful
Geargian houses, Castletown Cox,  Bui
perhagps the greatest challenge was o find the
n'u.hl [PeErso e miastermiid the redecoration
ared fisriidiing of tee miterios. The Krehbael'
ald freend |l|1|'|u'r|:|'|_n'. Lo, [y ||||'r'|:. of Colelnx
aned Fovler, Feli that it was 1oo muassive a jok o
take om as she nearcd retirement, so she
recommended London-based  interior
r|r|:|p;n:~r Cobin Chrchard, He worked o
constant consultation with the Krehbicls an

Jim Beynolds, and the results are inpossible 1o

Gaalt, with mifinite atention to detail in bath
pesthetue and practical maters,

Unee the house had been rerooded and
muche watcrtight, and the crumbling external
stonework had been repaired, the foous mioved
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FROSITE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Bualiyfin's
aterior ks noble and restrained. The rotunda

o has 3 stained-glass poulus. The airy
servalony was sdded by Richard Turner around
55 .lm'l Eh'ﬂidld-rﬂnu-n {ho niw cascads
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mﬂfﬂ rﬂﬂHTHﬁmerﬂhﬂ to the mienos. The Mormsons had oreared
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L wmwh‘u mhhw'ﬂr classical rooms in Ireland, arranged amand a

" v Mlhmm "r"l“ﬂ'“'.“’ﬁﬂi'.‘-'ﬂt'?-b‘_““? ":7_-"'."--" . great G it salpon, The ¢ raltsmanship
| eaiven spocially. The top 4t salaan. - thuis 2l deployed here represents the very apogee alf

entpal, is the heart o the HoU s e Tainted s fepns— 5
intha .;"1I'|'; foaefild {heatalrcase Sl prw .
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Regency achievement, bringmg togethes
lnsciously mindelled plastervork, scagliola in

. § b.'. . T 3 different coloars, stamed gliss, glding and
A U i e Psbare COode TEEinat s ik Baiiin tiisikre o i TRy
oy F j - T sumptuans drapes. Most exceptional of all are

: B s TaE L : .
i ] the (loors of !iral!.."_!.:,l.'l'lll:."'l:l-' InIrsCcate pamuetey,

unequalled on this scale ampwhere in the
British Ides, Specialist local conservator Joln
Hiurt revealed the beaury af these from beneatly
decades of well-meaning varnish, while
Cliveden Conservation oversaw the other
mbernal restoration work. With advice [rom
Imogen Taybor, the resulis of Catherine

Ul’s earelul paing analysis  were
1I'H'l|'||'|'|l|'|l':|||"|'|1I'J||.'Il{ st Ulrchard s schiemics foe
the wallpagsers, lurnizhings and hboc, before
Cion Farmel b |I':I1+I':| Maounmmelbick msoed

i with his team of [.uj.l:l!l.'r: and decorators

—

THE MORRISONS HAD
CREATED arcuaABLY
THE MOST
MAGNIFICENT
SEC OF

Mo expense was spared in reacquiring
furniture and paimings tat had once beenin
the house, and m '.I.IEIIIF'Il"fI'lI'I:I'IiI'J!,':_ il with
ather approprnle picocs. For instance, John
Hoppner's charming portrait of Ser Charles
Coote as a freshfaced boy mow hangs behind
the reception desk, while Sir George Hayter's
great Lumily group af his four children
dominates the Gold Room. In the tripartie

[ibrary the central space is bt by a magnificent

airmnindu g nlier that omnee s g im the Rﬂ'!.‘il]
Academy +in London, which has been
rriallr:u:u'rl on a recheced scale m the two emwd
compartments, The interiors ow recall thosse
shown . Victorman and Edwardian
photegraghs of the house - mimas the aroma
of domp and dogs that in reality must have
'|.-r|.'|.11|'..1lrr| them — but with o lavehness of
oFts unknown even in the

5 heyday. In fact, as general manmger
Atleesh Carew remarks, “Ballydin has the feel
of a private house with all the amenities af a
frve-star hotel.” And, as Jim Reynolds sumsup
the ethos, “he sdea s thn Sir Christogpler
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and Lady Coote have just gone owt, but you
are their house gaests — w0 i you decide you
wait to chine mn the Bbrary rather than o the
damig meom, so be it

I tis present stnte the hoose contains 15
impeccably decorated bedrooms, including
Bwiis .-.]:|||:urJi3-|! suilles, a|.||.m'.i|1|.g a Fuu.:ihlr tatal
of 29 guesis, Many, i seems, prefer to spend
their stay stmply relaxing, which they can do
10 VLTS Ways am thie B 14 scres of the walled
cetate, For those wanting to explore beyvonel
the bounds, & car and drver are anvnilable for
excursions (o, say, the historic town of
Kalkenmy, o the Latvens gardens st Heywood,
orover Use Slicve Bloom Mountains for lunch
at Birr Casile with the Earl and Countess of
Rosse. Although work continues on the
outlying parts al the |..';_..'|:rr.|r|:| "'“""I"I'." ihe
rock garden, which had been overwhelimed
by bamboo and Japancse knotweed - the

‘THE IDEA 15 THAT
Sir CHRISTOPHER
anp LADY COQOTE

HAVE JUST GONE
OUT, BUT YOU
ARE THEIR HOUSE
GUESTS'

resurrection of Ballyfin i essentally
complete. Having scen the place at sts bow chib
a decade ago, | belicve that no praise is oo
great for what has been achieved here by Fred
aned kay Krehbiel, Jim Beynolds, Calin
Orchard and the rest ol their ml:u,'r]:u eI,
Juast omee lissle cuibble, though, which coneerns
the piped music in the saloon: the Mallhgok
Chorws pnd Allegri's Muerew are unlikely 1w
have featured in any Edwardian house party,
even ol o car] service for the tenanit yO

Ballyfin, Cownty Lasts, frelawd; 00-353-5787
J58606; wrvwi bl foeon | Doubdr reants cost from
€575 per aghi, based ow Fov tharing, incfoding
irerafifaat, fumch, de, frer-alireer dirady awed dianes

Each of the badrooms has its own character. Lady
Caraline Coobe’'s Room (lop lelt and rightlhas a
trompe-Toeil Mauny walipaper, recoloured and
made toorder in France. The 35 Charles Coole
Rzam (centre righth was formesty the study; the
bathroam (centre T has as |Es batha Roman
sarcophagus acouired by Sir Charles in 1822, The
Marguis de Masslgry Room fbatbom keft and right)
deploys tolle die oy an the walls, curtaing and bed
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Ir R Woastmeath Room, the French it 4 [a Polonaise
probably dates from about 1900, The paper i by
Mauny and the bed Rangings and curtains ane by

Ardrew Christy, who waorked threaigholst the house




